
Upcoming EVENTS

Nov. 11 

Veteran’s Day 
Holiday  

Observed- 
No School

Nov. 25-29 

Thanksgiving 
Holiday

Nov. 19 

Skewers 
Fundraiser 
11am–9pm

Nov. 22 

All School  
Thanksgiving  

Assembly 
(Early Dismissal) 
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STUDENT of the MONTH

OCTOBER

Carden recognizes these students 
for exhibiting fine citizenship!

 JK Maya Hopkins  

 K Kallen Smith 

 1st Jorgie Mendoza 

 2nd Belen Bui 

 3rd Samuel Valdes-Chamorro 

 4th Payton Fisher 

 5th Sabastian Fatemian 

 6th Aidan Casas 

 7th Isaac Luu 

 8th Brandon Gutierrez

From the Director’s Desk: 
Ms. Ghonouie

Seeing our amazing group of Carden Conservatory 
families come together for school events is always 
a joy. Whether it is supporting our hard working 
students as they put on a show like the Columbus Day 
Assembly or working as a group to create amazing 
Red Ribbon week activities and a fantastic Halloween 
Monster Mash for the students to enjoy- it is always a 
thrill to see a community come together in support of 
the children.                                                                                                                                       

Even greater are the joys of watching ours students 
learn from this. On a daily basis, I have the pleasure 
of watching our students reach an educational level 
higher than most. I see children of different grades 
and ages play together and work together, and I am 
proud to see our students demonstrating respect 
for the school, environment and each other. Your 
children are learning to be good workers, citizens and 
community partners and I commend our families or 
setting a valuable example that cannot be taught in the 
classroom. Thank you!                                                                                                                                            

I invite you all to attend the 4th grade’s Veteran’s Day 
Assembly scheduled for Friday, November 8th at 
8:45am. Please invite any Veterans that you may know, 
whether they are relatives, friends or neighbors. The 
children will put on a respectful and moving program 
dedicated to them. I also encourage you to mark your 
calendars for the upcoming Thanksgiving Assembly-
it is always a fun and impressive program. We look 
forward to an exciting month ahead!



1st Grade: Ms. Vardeman
October brings excitement, with cooler mornings, beautiful skies, leaves all around and 
eager children. In first grade we start the day with a song and friendly greetings. Children 
then begin their “Morning Work”, where they participate in class discussions. This is their 
opportunity to develop as independent learners. Children have a lesson at the teaching 
table, where they learn word grouping, phasing, vocabulary, and how to create a mental 
image. They read, learn grammar and practice printing. In Language of the Numbers, 
students learn to develop the mental process of math concepts. The answer is not the 
goal.  Therefore, by understanding the means of how to obtain the answer, the correct 
answer can be attained. Wednesday is yoga day, where children develop flexibility, focus, 
coordination and balance. It is an uplifting, noncompetitive, fun way for children to build 
strength, spirit, and self-esteem. 1st grade class goals for the year are as follows:  
1. Development of the whole child 2. Independence  3. Strong character (self-confidence, 
the ability to engage and concentrate, make good choices, self-control, kindness 
towards others) 4.  A love of learning 5. Skills for living  6. Good citizenship  7. Preparation 
for second grade.

3rd Grade: Mr. Henderson
We are already in October and third grade is 
accomplishing and learning objectives step by step!  
The students have been mastering their multiplication 
facts, sharpening their subtraction regrouping skills, 
and covering multiple basic math operations. We’ve 
also continued our study of the parts of speech. So 
far we’ve covered sentence structure, nouns, and 
verbs. The other parts of speech will be covered in the 
upcoming months. We attended our second field trip 
by visiting the Shipley Nature Center and are looking 
forward to future field trips. On a weekly basis, we will 
continue studying new spelling and vocabulary words. 
The more the better. Third grade is an amazing journey 
and we remain excited about the challenges ahead!

2nd Grade: Mrs. Lambert
October has been packed with fun and exciting activities, including Monster Mash, 
Red Ribbon Week, and our Columbus performance! The students especially enjoyed 
Red Ribbon Week; moustache day being one of their favorites. It was fun to see 
everyone dressed up in their costumes and having a good time playing the games at 
Monster Mash. Looking forward, our class will begin learning about natural resources, 
identifying different types of birds, studying rocks and fossils, and writing Carden 
compositions. I am very impressed with how quickly the students have caught on to 
cursive writing. We will soon be writing all our work in Cursive! We continue to build 
a strong foundation with our basic math computation and problem solving skills, in 
addition to new multiplication facts, and equal equations. I look forward to seeing the 
students’ growth throughout the next few months.

Preschool
The preschool children had a fun filled month, as we participated in Red Ribbon 
week and had so much fun at our annual Monster Mash! The junior kindergarten 
class finished their first language book, “Keep Running, Allen”, and learned the play 
names and sounds for the letters “B” through “L”. The children in the pre-primary 
class and in the 2 year old program learned  important self-help skills, following 
verbal directions and hand eye coordination through fun Halloween projects. What 
a month of hard work and fun!

Kindergarten: Mrs. Metz
The Kindergarten had a wonderful 
day learning outside the classroom 
at Tanaka Farms in Irvine in October.  
Our field trip was fun and educational, 
and the students enjoyed riding in an 
open wagon pulled by a tractor. Next 
we visited a petting zoo with goats and 
sheep, walked through a corn maze 
and picked vegetables, right out of the 
ground, like farmers. The highlight of 
the day was being able to pick our own 
pumpkins! The K students are telling 
time on the hour. They can count from 0 
to 100 and by tens to 100.  The students 
know the consonant letters and sounds 
and the two vowel rule (when two vowels 
are in a word, usually the first vowel 
says its name and the second vowel 
is silent). The class is learning blends, 
such as “cr” as in the word crab.  I am 
pleased with the progress the students 
are making in their reading skills. In 
science, the students are learning about 
nocturnal animals, how plants grow and 
how we learn about the world around us, 
using our five senses. Our literature unit 
for October was “The Little Red Hen”, 
and I read different versions of the books 
by different authors. We compared and 
contrasted the different versions of this 
classic children’s tale. Next month the 
class will learn about the Pilgrims and 
Native Americans.   



The fourth graders are avid readers. 
We just finished reading Bunnicula 
and the historical fiction book 
Pasquala. It’s a story about a Native 
American girl’s life growing up 
during the Spanish mission period. 
Going on our field trip to the Environmental Nature Center helped the students 
with some of the concepts in the book. The class is now reading Island of the Blue 
Dolphin. The book is based on a woman the Spanish found living on San Nicholas 
Island by herself.  She spoke a language that no one knew and died shortly after she 
was taken to Mission Santa Barbara. Scott O’Dell wrote an account of what could 
have happened with her. 4th grade math is challenging, and we are still working 
on borrowing and the multiplication and division facts.We have moved into long 
division, time, and money. The students are doing very well. Students have learned 
about the geography, climate, and natural resources in California so far. We have 
moved into the different Native American groups that lived in California – there were 
about 300 different tribes. It’s been interesting to learn about the different types 
of food, clothing, housing, and lifestyle the various groups had. In science, we 
have been delving into food chains and food webs. The students are learning all 
about producers and consumers. They know the difference between an herbivore, 
omnivore, and a carnivore and how each fits into the various chains or webs.  We are 
off to a fast-paced, exciting year!

4th Grade: Mrs. Hashin Junior High: Mr. Wilkinson
Hello again Carden Conservatory 
families! October has come and gone 
in a flash, as we approach time change 
and November. The time change 
can be a difficult transition for many 
people, including students, so make 
sure you’re cognizant of this. It may 
take a week or two to transition to the 
new internal clock of our bodies. The 
5th grade students have moved on 
from the human body and transitioned 
to Earth science. In Earth science, the 
students have learned the water cycle, 
watersheds and where the majority 
of freshwater on Earth is found. They 
also understand how precious this 
freshwater is, because in reality there 
is so little of it. In social studies, our 
5th grade students have learned how 
Spanish exploration affected the native 
population of the Americas beginning 
in the 1500s. This was not a mutually 
beneficial relationship. In 6th grade 
science, students have learned about 
plate tectonics and the movement of 
our continents. They have learned about 
different plate boundaries and how 
they shape the land we know today. 
In 6th grade Social Studies, students 
have studied the major religions of the 
regions of the Mesopotamian and Indus 
Valleys; Hinduism and Judaism. We 
have compared and contrasted these 
religions to better understand the world 
as a whole. 7th grade Literature has 
continued to focus on our novel, 1984. 
This past month we have continued 
to delve into the difficult themes of the 
book and attempted to make parallel 
connections to the world in 2019. They 
have learned the most important theme 
of the book: “The party wants you to 
reject the evidence of your eyes and 
ears; it was their final, most essential 
command.” We will be finishing the book 
in November. 8th grade has mastered 
500 spelling words and continued 
improving their grammar and usage; 
often times helping each other learn 
along the way. I have been very pleased 
with all of the students’ progress thus far. 
I continue to look forward to watching 
their growth as critical thinkers and 
good human beings. I would like to 
thank all of the families once again for 
making me feel welcome here at Carden 
Conservatory!

The first quarter is nearly over and the junior high are doing an excellent job. I am so 
proud of all of my students and all the hard work and what they have accomplished 
during this first quarter of the school year. Monster Mash was a huge success. It was so 
much fun seeing everyone dressed up in their Halloween costumes. All the junior high 
booths and games looked amazing. A huge thank you to all the parents who helped 
make Monster Mash such a huge success! In Drama class, the junior high have been 
practicing for the Thanksgiving play coming up in November. They’ve all been working 
hard memorizing their lines and learning their blocking. It’ll be a great play and I hope 
you can all come and see your children perform.

English & Literature: Ms. DeLoa

We had two exciting events for the month of October. We just finished our Columbus 
Assembly presented by our energetic second graders and I congratulate this class 
for their remarkable performance. We also had a Halloween celebration where all 
the students participated in the costume parade, played the different fun games and 
enjoyed the bounce houses. The month of November is a very busy month in our 
school, because we have two upcoming assemblies. The Veterans’ Day Assembly 
in which our school traditionally honors and pays tribute to all our Veterans. We invite 
all the Veterans in our community to join us in our assembly on Friday, November 
8th at 8:45 a.m.  The Fourth grade, as well as Kindergarten through Fifth grades, 
is rehearsing their patriotic songs diligently for the assembly. The Fourth grade will 
be going to Veteran’s Hospital to honor and salute the Veterans and distribute the 
letters that the students are writing for them. We are also rehearsing for our All-School 
Thanksgiving Program. Everyone is invited to come to our memorable Thanksgiving 
Program on Friday, November 22nd at 8:45 a.m. The students, including preschool, 
have been enjoying doing their music arts, by listening to classical music and then 
drawing inspiration from the music, as well as learning the names of the composer and 
the title of the classical music they listened to in class. According to University studies, 
The Classical Effect on children is positive and evident.  “Exposure to music at an 
early age can enhance childhood development of the brain.” ~ University of California, 
Irvine. “Music aids in memory development and retrieval as early as three months of 
age.” ~ St John’s University and Iona College.

Music: Ms. Murga



Follow US!
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Huntington Beach, CA 92649 
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A very special 
THANK YOU to Jeff  

and Tre Schwartz 
for donating the 

newsletter printing  
for our school.
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Huntington Beach, CA 92649 
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Carden Conservatory Private School #cardenconservatory

NOVEMBER

 1 Mr. Wilkinson 
 3 Olivia Wills 
 3 Gavin Wills  
 7 Mrs. Hashin  
 8  Olivia Craig 
 9 Chloe Nguyen 
 9 Ms. Murga 
10 Hannah Krueger 
10 Allison Zuniga 
13 Clara Davis 
19 Kit Echepetelecu 
19 Jiya Patel 
23 Sophia Chalk  
23  Alyssa Huynh 
26 Priscilla Bishop 

DECEMBER

 9 Isaac Luu 
12 Ava Gutierrez 
12 Luke Gutierrez 
14 Hudson Gerber 
18 Arielle Zappia 
24 Maya Saade 

Math & Science: Mrs. Sowards
October has been quite a fun month!  This month in fifth grade math we have driven 
into the world of decimals and have been practicing using them throughout other math 
concepts (such as geometry and pre-algebra). In sixth grade math, they have been 
working on data analysis and statistics and determining the best representation of the 
data. The seventh graders have studied how plants and animals reproduce.  Earlier this 
month they had made some amazing cell models! Great job students! While in Pre-
Algebra, we studied statistics and are now entering our Geometry phase. Eighth grade 
has been studying Forces, Motion, Newton’s Laws, and Density. In Algebra One, we 
have been factoring polynomials. All grades have done a fantastic job participating and 
following the directions in our many labs. We have even more planned and can’t wait to 
get to them! Please contact me with any questions or concerns.

Hello Carden families! I am very happy to be part of this wonderful family. In our 
Spanish class this last month, students were learning by making projects.  According 
to the Buck Institute for Education, Project Based Learning is a “teaching methods in 
which students gain knowledge and skills by working for an extended period of time 
to investigate and respond to an authentic, engaging and complex question, problem, 
or challenge.” In October, students were learning about the history and origins of “Red 
Ribbon Week”, as we had activities that help students identify the good things about 
themselves and feel more confident. They also learned about their brains, why they 
should protect them, and how drugs such as nicotine and medications can be harmful. 
The final product was a wonderful bulletin board. Students also had a great time 
learning about and celebrating Día de los Muertos and creating an Altar de Muertos 
in the Spanish Classroom.They were creating poems, singing and coloring. The 
final product was the Altar de Muertos. From the little ones to 8th grade, all students 
participated in this project. Thank you to all. This project never could have happened 
without the support of the community of parents and teachers of Carden Conservatory!

Spanish: Ms. Garza


